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December 18, 2008
Governor Edward G. Rendell



Speaker Joe Hackney
Chair






President

National Governors Association



National Conference of State Legislatures

Governor Jodi Rell




County Supervisor Don Stapley

President





President

The Council of State Governments


National Association of Counties

Council Member Cynthia McCollum


City Manager David M. Limardi

President





President

National League of Cities



International City/County Management 








Association

Dear Governor Rendell, Speaker Hackney, Governor Rell, County Supervisor Stapley, Council Member McCollum and City Manager Limardi:

On behalf of the Water Resources Coalition (WRC) we would like to thank you for your joint letter of October 27, 2008 to the leadership of the United States Congress regarding the needs for additional funding for infrastructure investment in any new national economic recovery package that Congress develops  in the near future.   

The WRC was established to promote the development, implementation and funding a comprehensive national water resources policy. We strongly agree with you that the nation’s infrastructure needs are varied and appreciate your recognition that clean water and sewers are an important element of that need.  We also believe the water resource programs of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation play an important role in the nation’s water infrastructure that underpins the nation’s safety and competitiveness which is why we have called for the inclusion of at least $5 billion in water resources as part of any package. 
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We believe the states, counties and cities of the nation have witnessed the benefits of the ongoing investments in these water resource programs.  However it is important to note that with such a small additional investment of that $5 billion for these agencies not only would there be the creation of 140,000 new jobs but this “shovel turning” effort would allow for repair, rehabilitation, upgrading and maintenance of multipurpose projects for flood control, hydropower, recreation, navigation and water supply projects that are vital to our national economic security.  What you appreciate, but many do not realize, is approximately $620 billion in commercial import and export commerce moves on the nationals channels and waterways. The investment of economic recovery dollars in these areas will help maintain that reliability and availability of these resources.

Once again we would like to thank you for your recognition of the role that investing in water resources plays in our nation’s economy.  We would like to work with you as we both move forward in supporting not only these efforts, but also as Congress considers investments in these water resource programs through the regular appropriation process. 

Sincerely,
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Brian Pallasch






Marco Giamberadino 

Co-Chairman
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Associated General  Contractors

Cc:
Raymond Scheppach, Ph.D
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